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 In my most recent article (Klein Varella2017) I wrote about Tillandsia stricta and its color variations. I also mentioned putative natural hybrids between T. stricta and other species of the subgenus Anoplophytum like T. aeranthos (Loisel.) L.B.Sm., T. geminiflora Brongn.  and T. gardneri Lindl. which I found in recent years in Rio Grande do Sul, Southern Brazil.

These hybrids always show intermediate characteristics of both species involved and thus are possibly results of natural crossings between T. stricta and T. geminiflora. One of these hybrids was shown in my last article (Klein Varella 2017).In this article I am presenting pictures of other specimens which are also putative naturai hybrids involving the above mentioned species. Following the botanical nomenclature such hybrids can be addressed as nothospecies.

A morphological analysis of the inflorescences of the hybrid specimens we found makes it easy to find characteristics linking to one of the two parent species. In general the floral characteristics of the hybrids can be considered as intermediate between Tillandsia stricta and T. geminiflora. However, their non-flowering habit is very similar to T. stricta.

After finding so many plants, I decided to record this natural hybrid. With the help of Derek Butcher, Eric Gouda and Oscar Ribeiro I recorded it in the Bromeliad Cultivar Register (BCR) of the Bromeliad Society International (BSI). I named it Tillandsia 'Endler' in honour of my fellow collectors, my wife Luciana Endler and her brother Marcos Endler. They accompanied me on my trips when we found these plants in several locations in Rio Grande do Sul.

We are sure, they are real natural hybrids between Tillandsia stricta and T. geminiflora. They are large and showy, with long, rigid leaves that attract the attention even when they are not in bloom. Based on the differences in habit, even in vegetative status, they are differentiated easily from their parents T. stricta and T. geminiflora.

Observing the inflorescences of these plants from the distance, one may think of a Tillandsia stricta specimen. But when one gets closer to the flowering plant and starts to examine the flower in detail, there is no doubt. It is indeed a natural crossing between the two species mentioned. The inflorescence clearly shows the parentage of T. stricta, although the hybrid is generally larger in

size than T. stricta. But it also clearly shows some details that are characteristic of T. geminiflora. Especially the atrophied buds that often occur in several branches of the hybrid's inflorescence are characteristic for T.geminiflora. As we know, it is just this characteristic it was named as geminiflora: double/twin flower.

The unusual sequence in which the flowers of these hybrids open up is also remarkable. Contrary to T. stricta, whose flowers are opening from the base towards the apex, the flowers of these hybrids don't follow any rule. They open independently of their location, at the base, at the center or at the apex of the fertile part of the inflorescence. Furthermore, the bracts don't have the pointed apex like in T. stricta. They are more overlapping and shorter than the sepals, a strong characteristic of T. geminiflora flowers. On the other hand the inflorescences present another characteristic of T.stricta: the floral bracts change their color from rose to white-green when maturing.

All the characteristics of the plants shown in this article lead us to the conviction that they are natural crosses between Tillandsia stricta and T. geminiflora. We hope to describe them as a nothospecies in the coming years in accordance with the ICN rules, with more information

and a name for this really very beautiful natural hybrid.

Over time we found five different plants of Tillandsia 'Endler' at different locations.

Tillandsia 'Endler' 1: The first hybrid we found is the least 'hybrid-like' of all specimens found. But it shows all the characteristics that make us think it is a hybrid between Tillandsia stricta and T. geminiflora. It shows the random sequence of flower opening the most distinctly. But the most interesting characteristic is its size, the plant is more than 30 cm large, bigger than any T. stricta

we have ever found. Without the inflorescence it could be just another T. geminillora plant, except for the rigid leaves of the hybrid. This plant was found in 2015 at the urban zone of Venancio Aires city, Rio Grande do Sul.

Tillandsia 'Endler' 2:  A specimen with Tillandsia geminiflora bracls and T. stricta flowers. And a very beautiful color. This one is more 'hybrid-like' than the first one. Its inflorescence is, among the plants we found, the one that resembles most T. geminiflora. We found this one in 2016 at Linha Deodoro, Venancio Aires, Rio Grande do Sul.

Tillandsia 'Endler' 3: Maybe the most beautiful specimen we have found. Rigid leaves like Tillandsia stncta and an inflorescence like T. geminiflora, including the very distinctive atrophied buds. But when the first flowers appear, its stunning color is what catches our attention. This specimen was found in July 2017 at Vespasiano Correa. Rio Grande do Sul.

Tillandsia 'Endler' 4: Another interesting specimen, with all the characteristic of the other Tillandsia 'Endler', that illustrate this article. This specimen was found in September 2017 ar Alto Feliz, Rio Grande do Sul.

Tillandsia ' Endler' 5 : Another beautiful inflorescence. Bracts going green before they dry, creating a very showy impression. This one was also found in September 2017 at Alto Feliz, Rio Grande do Sul.
You can find further information about the Bromeliads, especially Tillandsia of Rio Grande do Sul in my former articles in Die Bromelie (Klein Varella 2011; Klein Varella & Klein 2013a (b/c).

